Virginia Woolf defines the lack in the text and then places the
text in context; the author does not only influence the public,
the same public that he writes for can deeply influence him not
only in what he presents but in how he does it. But, in a sense,
contrary to Virginia WoolPs judgement, the reader, par-
ticularly from another age, can know more than the author
intends, can detect what he may be unwilling to tell, can read
the private underground of the text as well as the polite public
surface, and can find the autobiography within the autobio-
graphy. Before we embark on such analysis I must first establish
that the work is autobiography, for the claim has been chal-
lenged and, moreover, in the last chapter of leather and Son,
Gosse himself denied it.

In The Development of English Biography , a study to which
we have already referred, Harold Nicolson claimed:

The book is not ... a conventional biography; still loss is it an
autobiography. U is something entirely original; it is triumphant ex-
periment in a new formula; it is a clinical examination of states of
mind over a detached and limited

One can, of course, see what Nicolson means. Both the title of
the book and the subtitle, 4A study of two temperaments",
would seem to substantiate the judgement that the book is not
biography or autobiography, but an experimental form com-
bining both. In his own Preface Gosse states that the work is a
document diagnosing Puritanism and a study of intellectual and
moral development. More, then, a formal documentary, than
an intimate autobiography? (Doesn't Gosse himself call it 'a
slice of life*?) This view is not to be dismissed, for the historical
value of the text lies precisely in this realm. We will examine
this conception of the book later. I only wish here to show that
the book is significantly more than this and chat its inherent
shape and inspiration is, in fact, that of autobiography.

First, we have the evidence that Charteris provides concern-
ing its genesis. According to Charteris, Gosse decided to write
Father and Son at the suggestion of George Moore, a literary
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